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Lord Ganesha is the older son of Lord Shiva and 
Goddess Parvathi. 


People worship him as the Lord of auspicious 
beginnings because he is believed to remove 
obstacles and bring good luck and happiness. 


Ganesha has the head of an elephant with a trunk, 
one tusk, big elephant ears and small elephant eyes. 


He has a huge potbelly with a snake around it and 
he rides on a little rat. 


at Tost wordt et Ssax att ured Ut eset Ta. 


at wrt aie feet vaoreat Ge ature fea 
RU ch Gad Mt Ha wt Weald wae 
art af morareth Us peat Teed SAAT. 


Wah US Gat edd te zeiea wed 
SS HM Bat Ca Sted Stee. 


dst eset we at a dee afeest am, 












Why does Ganesha look like this? 


That is a long story. One day, Parvathi was going for 
a bath. 


She told Nandi, her attendant, “Stand guard outside 
my door and do not let anyone inside till I have 
finished.” 


As Parvathi sat down to oil herself and apply 
turmeric and sandal wood paste, she heard footsteps. 


Before she could do anything, her husband Shiva 
walked in. 


Trane & fafa vo few? 


at Uh Ss AM sre. Um fae Urddt rau 


Hed BN Arana Aare. 
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Parvathi turned red with shame. She became angry 
with Nandi for disobeying her orders and letting 
Shiva in. 


She told Shiva that she had ordered Nandi to guard 
her door and not permit anyone to enter. 


When he heard this, Shiva burst out laughing and 
said, “Oh, but how can he stop me? I am his 
master.” 


Wad Aas atest atast wret. sraot sack anter 
ST Feel AE AOeaet stat unfodet A, 
sanh faat vac Alsat cea far wT araet. 


ala deat anit aifiet atorpa faax ArSarar 
TU Urddt saat wewsett. 

2 Bas Sak Wear eae sth enror areA. 
seat? wis erst ea.. wre at ater av 
at? @ aq mal freee? 





Parvathi decided that she would create someone 
who would obey only her and none else - a son all 
her own. 


The next day, during her bath, she scraped off the 
oil and sandal and turmeric pastes that she had 
rubbed on her body and put them together. 


Parvathi then shaped it into a handsome little boy 
and breathed life into him. 


She called him her son, gave him a stick and told 
him to stand guard outside her door till she finished 
her bath. 





dard Urey Fett hott fe ad tester sit Ureodt 
at Auda Sat FT staat wars wa Yor wae 
Ata stat. 


ger fear wraurdt aarnt aeart ditt snot sim 
amet cag deat Ho Gua area cifeat het, 
OT eared caer atch we aat rere aici ST aTeAT 
WoT Axor! 


SUT ait ceva THT. 








The obedient boy, stood at the door with a stick in 
hand. 


In a little while, Shiva walked in but he was stopped 
by the boy, who boldly said, “No one may enter until 
my mother finishes her bath.” 


Shiva was taken aback to hear this and asked the 
boy who his mother was. 


The boy replied, “Parvathi”. Shiva burst out 
laughing and said, “I am her husband and the 
master of this house, I don’t need permission to 
enter my wife’s room.” 


adit dist Wat at Seat Tew aaa 
sataet. as aoe Bal WT sae. wd a 


a Wea sat fees odd. a saa 


ara ert a Salt arene wot aaa 


The boy, however, committed to his mother’s 
orders, refused to budge inspite of Shiva’s 
explanations. 


This made Shiva extremely angry and he finally 
ordered Nandi, to catch the annoying child and 
chain him. 


Nandi charged towards the boy but in vain. Before 
he knew it, the boy had knocked him down with his 
stick. Nandi tried several times over, but with no 
success. 











samt fact aasrantt felt at at aera strearaett 
MAT Wea teu flere Waet. 


eal Sah WT Ae. aor Act att arrest fe a 
qa a Terarat sea chet. Yor Ara wraet 
TW. Ol Ueae sot ast Wed Aclh Haar 


This enraged Shiva all the more. He ordered his 
Ganas to fight the boy. The Ganas charged after the 
boy, but he bravely fought them all. 


Word about the battle spread. 
By now, all the gods gathered to watch the 


proceedings. Seeing things get out of hand, Lord 
Brahma offered to try and calm the boy. 


But when Brahma tried to approach the boy, he too 
was chased away with the stick. 





arcade AMT A Gea ast Seri eect. us 
TOT AAT VaeeT SHAT het Yur qe 
we fees ace het. 


a Aste Gar cantata ware. 
Wat WS ¢ UBTAMTA Wha Soa Sift. OR eerat 





When he saw this, Shiva lost his control. He rushed 
towards the boy with his trident. 


But the boy knocked the Lord of the Universe off 
his feet. The gods were shocked to see this and stood 
around gasping in disbelief. 


Lord Vishnu who was present there said, “The boy 
has great strength. We will not be able to defeat him 
unless we trick him.” 


So, Vishnu decided to fight the boy. While the boy 
was busy fighting him, Shiva came from behind and 
cut off his head. 





aa Sarat Waa vat. such Fart day aT 
areraret faa sraet. 


gu fad sara! a wean fatenaa usa. 
aid taate sad aie & apt ast use a 
TUT GAM Ualaa ANT. 


sat dasa fay asia aa sect... saeata 
SIN Weed Aes APA SM Tear THe AIT 
ssa. 
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Parvathi came out of her bath to find her 
son dead. She was enraged at this and her 
anger filled the whole universe. 


The skies began to tremble, the oceans 
began to boil, mountains crumbled to 
dust, strong winds began to blow and the 
whole world was enveloped in darkness. 







The gods were very frightened and begged Shiva to 
do something to calm Parvathi. 


Shiva begged, “O Parvathi! Mother of the Universe, 
all beings are your children. Calm down or your 
anger will destroy them. I promise to bring your 
son back to life.” 


aa are Tata are. ude sta ar ae © 


At sat aut sant Hess Ae. 


Rat ue fet 2 uddt ferme, a 
aaaniaet sed sie are qahe at Bal Bet 
WW. Sa Aqsa al We ae wT aes Ay 
aes Tat Fa feat ot araorH eta ua vitae 
aed fear. 
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On hearing Shiva’s promise, Parvathi grew calm. 
She however, insisted, “Not only should my son be 
brought back to life but he should also be made the 
leader of your Ganas. He should be the first god to 
be worshipped always.” 


Shiva agreed to her demands. He ordered Nandi, 
“Go out and bring back the head of the first living 
creature who has its head facing the north.” 


Nandi set out and found an elephant sleeping with 
its head towards the north. 


He chopped off the head and brought it to Shiva. 





sanet aftaay sta urddrat aAlT BTA 
ae, at aeet amt atta eon arett teat 
qa Ya: Vifsa award sack ea, aa ast 
are Tora sfeodt aur ara; sett aad 
Gas Waead Tae UST HUT TATE. 


saat faeat arat Hat eat. aith was 
ddim srear feet fa wt sat fecha aac 


acl Wat Gel. Sled Aled Wer dar sat 
fecha uel ea fefeest um edt feared aa. 





Shiva put the elephant head onto the boy’s body and 
soon the boy came to life. He was called Ganesha or 
Lord of the Ganas. 


The gods sang his praises and his parents blessed him. 


Ganesha is also called Vigneshwara or the remover of 
obstacles. Praying to him in the beginning of an 
important mission clears our path of obstacles and 
brings luck. 


Tat edtet + asa Tear sede caret. 


et Get vaetadt daa welts etane reve 
waa am ye aud anct ant uefa dear 
Tea ST gt Gara sret fara sea. arat vat 
ealsd ATA STAT. O° 
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The Hindu God with an elephant latsv-(emmr=lare| a mouse for a vehicle, Lord Ganesha is 
the son of Shiva and Parvathi and is considered the God of auspicious beginnings. 
This is a story that tells us how He came into being. 
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